Individual or Group Formation Agreement
Section 1: General Agreement

I acknowledge that by printing my name and signing below I am entering into an agreement to work according to group norms in a fair and equitable manner with the other people who have also printed and signed their names below pursuant to all rules/regulations outlined in this document during the school research project from November through its culmination in May.
Section 2: Special Permission for Groups Larger Than Two
I acknowledge that I have sought and obtained teacher permission prior to signing for group commitments where the total group membership exceeds 2. I further understand that approval of groups exceeding a total group membership of 2 will be based upon teacher observations made from the beginning of the year to present related to  (1) student work ethic, (2) number of late/missing assignments, and (3) overall classroom behavior. 
Section 3: Fair and Equitable Distribution of Work
I acknowledge that any agreement made to work in a group by having multiple students print and sign their names below is also an agreement to assign and split work fairly and equitably. For purposes of this contract, fair and equitable distribution is defined as implementing an organizational system where the distribution of work equally intellectually stimulates all students within the group and creates a balanced requirement of total time spent within each required objective on assignment related activities among all group members.
Section 4: Grading
I acknowledge that because of the complex nature of research and the need to synthesize information prior to submitting, I will at most times be graded with respect to my group as a whole and not my performance individually. I further understand that should any of my group members violate any of the expectations outlined above, the Dispute Resolution and Grievance Process outlined in Section 5 below will provide me recourse.
Section 5: Dispute Resolution and Grievance Process

Any group disagreements arising from requirements outlined above or from any other issues will first and foremost be expected to be discussed in a good faith effort by all group members and if possible resolved within the group. Any disagreements unable to be resolved in a good faith effort by group members will be brought before the the teacher for mediation. All issues intended for mediation must be submitted in writing using the official Group Behavioral Grievance form available online at www.8gtaela.weebly.com on the Recent Classroom Documents Page of the website. Students submitting a Group Behavioral Grievance form will be contacted by the teacher within 24 hours of submitting the form with details regarding options for handling the investigative process, henceforth referred to as the action plan. The submitter of the form will be given 24 hours to decide whether to proceed with or withdraw the grievance after hearing the action plan. If the decision is made to proceed with the action plan, the investigation will be conducted by the teacher in the most efficient manner possible as determined by his other school and family obligations. Once a decision is made, all group members will be notified in writing. All teacher decisions are final unless students believe the decision violates school or district policy, in which case, he/she may appeal to his/her Assistant Principal.
Section 6: Unexpected Events

In the case of unexpected events such as pink or magenta alien invasions, milkworm infestations, rhinoceros stampedes, or malicious flying pickle attacks initiated by the pickle itself without external influence, students will be given awards for their heroism and bravery assuming they come out of the experience alive. If not the awards will be given to their families. 
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