Types of Speech Introductions
* Please note: The examples are from students in previous years, and have not been edited or revised in any way by Mr. Drayton. As such, a few minimal errors in conventions may be noticed which have not been addressed for authenticity’s sake.
1. Start with an anecdote (short story) related to your topic.
a. Let’s pretend that a boy named John has just been in a car accident. His parent’s are dead. His siblings are dead. And because his parents were only the only children in their families, he has no family left. Well John is now laying in the hospital on like 50 different types of life support, whether its pills, or liquid medication or machines. At the moment, John has 2 broken legs, a broken arm and the right side of his lung has been pierced by multiple pieces of shrapnel from the crash. In order to keep John alive, the doctors must also inject him with all different sorts of chemicals every few hours. What if he doesn’t want this? What if he wants to die? What if John just wants to let everything go? Should the physicians of the hospital let him? Or is it unethical to kill him even when it isn’t against his own wishes.

b. You just got home from a long day of work and all you want to do is relax and chat with your friends in the comfort of your home. You think no one will know what you do on the Internet, because you are in your house alone. Think again. There is always something or someone keeping an eye on what you do.  It’s the Internet’s little secret. Internet privacy has a lot of aspects to it. But to most of us, it is keeping our personal information and what we do and say on the internet private. Everyone everywhere should be able to have the freedom of privacy while using the web.

2. Start with a famous or thought-provoking quote that relates to the main point of your speech.

a. John Kerry, a respected Senator, once said: “I believe America’s best days are ahead of us because I believe that the future belongs to freedom, not to fear.” Our country is the land of dreams. It is a place for hope. But more than that, our country is a free country.  But is it really a free country if illegal immigrants can’t come into America without a chance to make their own lives and our country better? Is that fair? I don’t think so. I think that illegal immigrants should be given a chance to become contributing members of society.
b. Franklin P. Jones said "You're an old timer if you can remember when setting the world on fire was a figure of speech." He was referring to the atomic bomb. Unfortunately now a day's, nuclear weapons aren't the only things we have to worry about. Biological weapons have the potential to be as deadly as nuclear ones. They can cause large numbers of quick deaths, without arousing suspicion. Weeks  may pass before anyone makes the connection that an act of war has occurred. So, how should we retaliate against a biological attack?
3. Start with your opponent’s argument to be misleading and grab attention of your opposition.
a. Each year, millions of animals are used for animal experimentation. Some of these animals are used when there are available alternatives. In some countries, animals are used for animal testing, virtually nonstop (EU Industry), often without any pain relief or medication. They are given injections, tested on products and used as references. Does this experimentation actually work? Sometimes it does, other times it does not. Some products do not have the same effects on animals as it does on humans.  If so, then why are we using this method? People from all across the world agree that it is a vulgar and repulsive way to abuse other life forms that live in the same world as us, but these animals are necessary to find cures that humanity desperately needs. Millions of animals, such as mice, guinea pigs, dogs and many others (Weise, Elizabeth) are sacrificed each year to save human lives.

4. Start with a rhetorical question(s). You can use one or multiple questions in parallelism.

a. What is the most barbaric and cruel practice of the United States?  Which practice goes against many religions of the world. What system still claims innocent lives not fully proven guilty?  Capital punishment, of course.  The death penalty continues the take the lives of many honest people who are wrongly accused.
b. Would you ever start smoking just because you saw an advertisement for it? Would you ever start smoking just because the person in the movie is doing it? Would you ever start smoking just because your best friend told you to? Well, many teenagers start smoking because they saw someone in an ad (whether it was in a movie or on a poster) smoking and thought that they should too.  Yet even more start smoking because friend and family pressure gets to them or they are just curious about what it’s like.

5. Pick another more well-known problem/situation that is similar to your topic and use it to compare your problem to. (analogous)
a. The human race has made many advances throughout the centuries. Some of our advances have been thought of as impossible, such as putting a man on the moon and inventing a vehicle that could travel to the deepest depths. Yet here we are just a few decades later, still improving our latest models of rockets and submarines. All of our advances have had a hard time being accepted, but they have all benefited us in some way. Why should we ban cloning just because we’re scared of what could happen?

6. Delay topic or be intentionally ambiguous to request a certain attitude toward the topic or surprise the listener.

a. Scholars, colleagues, classmates, friends, I come before you today as an advocate of an issue that should be of utmost importance to each of you as informed United States citizens. Before I begin, I plead you to clear your minds of all stereotypes, such as the people residing in the Middle East as terrorists, for bias such as this may influence your decision. I hope that you, as intelligent students will choose an answer after much consideration, but remember to keep an open-mind. … Can democracy of succeed in the Middle East?  
b. There is a place where teachers are not allowed to pray with their students.  In this place people are being punished for openly professing their faith.  In this place the beloved Ten Commandments have been taken down from every courthouse door.  What kind of place is this?  Is it Communist China?  It surely must be a dictatorship like Cuba.  No.  All this is taking place here in the United States.



