Passage
Timed Writing Model Examples

Timed Writing (40 minutes)
The following passage is from the short story The Treasure of Lemon Brown  by Walter Dean Myers. In the passage, a boy reflects on a recent conflict with his father.

Read the passage carefully. Then write a well-developed essay in which you analyze how Myers portrays the complex relationship between these two characters. You may wish to consider such literary devices as imagery, archetype, narrative perspective, OR specific language that impacts the mood. It is recommended you focus your thesis on one or two devices and develop them in depth rather than trying to focus on many devices.
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“The dark sky, filled with angry. switling clouds, reflected Greg Ridley’s

mood as he sat on the stoop! of his building. His father's voice came to
him again, fiest reading the letter the principal had sent to the house, then
lecturing endlessly about his poor efforts in math.

“I had to leave school when I was 13 his father had said, “that’ a year
younger than you are now. If I'd had half the chances thar you have, I'd

Greg had sat in the small, pale green kitchen listening, knowing the lecture
would end with his father saying he couldn't play ball with the Scorpions. He
had asked his father the week before, and his father had said it depended on his
next report card. It wasn't often the Scorpions took on new players, especially
14-year-olds, and this was a chance of a lifetime for Greg. He hadn' been
allowed to play high school ball, which he had really wanted to do, but playing
for the Community Center team was the next best thing, Report cards were
duc in a week, and Greg had been hoping for the best. But the principal had
ended the suspense carly when she sent that letter saying Greg would probably
fail math if he didn't spend more time studying.

“And you want to play baskerball?” His father's brows knitted over decp
brown eyes. “That must be some kind of a joke. Now you just get into your
room and hit those books.”

That had been two nights before. His father’s words, like the distant

thunder that now echoed through the streets of Harlem, still rumbled softly
in his ears.

Tt was beginning to cool. Gusts of wind made bits of paper dance between
the parked cars. There was a flash of nearby lightning, and soon large drops
of rain splashed onto his jeans. He stood to go upstairs, thought of the lecture
that probably awaited him if he did anything except shut himself in his room
with his math book, and started walking down the street instead. Down the
black there was an old tenement that had been abandoned for some months.
Some of the guys had held an imprompru checker tournament there the week
before, and Greg had noticed that the door, once boarded over, had been
slightly ajar.

Pulling his collar up as high as he could, he checked for traffic and made a
dash across the street. He reached the house just as another flash of lightning
changed the night to day for an instant, then returned the graffii-scarred
building to the grim shadows. He vaulted over the outer stairs and pushed
tentatively on the door. It was open, and he let himselfin.




Excellent Introductions

Intro 1

A child’s relationship with their father is one of the most important bonds they will ever have. A father is a child’s first friend, teacher, and role model. But not all father-child relationships are so simple. In the short story The Treasure of Lemon Brown by Walter Dean Myers, the author dramatically portrays a tense, conflicted relationship between the character Greg Ridley and his father by utilizing dark, ominous imagery and contrasting archetypes to demonstrate the characters’ opposing desires.

Intro 2

In the short story The Treasure of Lemon Brown, Walter Dean Myers uses many literary devices to add suspense to the tension between Greg Ridley and his father. Children have often felt disappointed for letting down their parents and the solemness and isolation of these experiences is something everyone can relate to. Walter Dean Myers beautifully expresses the universal strained relationship between parents and children in the scene between Greg and his father through vivid imagery and aggressive specific language to set the mood.

Intro 3

In reality, despite all the stress and hardships it puts people through, schooling and academic learning are generally life-changing privileges for the better. Therefore it’s not too hard to understand the view and concern of Greg Ridley’s father from Walter Dean Myers’ short story The Treasure of Lemon Brown. A father who worries about his son and intervenes in his future can be frustrating yet still vital to the future success of that child. From what is shown in Myers’ work, this caring but combative relationship between Greg and his father is portrayed through powerful negative imagery and the opposing archetypes of a motivating mentor trying to push the still wavering hero to excellence.

Excellent Conclusions

Conclusion 1

In the book The Treasure of Lemon Brown, Walter Dean Myers uses imagery and specific language to set a gloomy mood that highlights Greg Ridley’s troubled relationship with his father. His father is a stereotypical parent, putting education before extracurricular activities, clashing with his son’s interest in sports and laziness in school. As the weather portrays their stormy, conflicted relationship, the reader feels like an insider deeply invested in the two characters through the author's effective use of powerful rhetorical devices.

Conclusion 2

The relationship between Greg and Mr. Ridley has been proven to be tense. Both parties have different mindsets on the problem at hand, Greg's math grades. Myers has effectively used the literary devices archetype and imagery to describe the relationship between the two characters, relating it to an incoming storm. When the actual "storm" metaphorically arrives, it could impact the relationship between Greg and his father forever, a violent display of built up pressure coming between the two.

Excellent Body Paragraphs Emphasizing Specific Words for Mood & Imagery

Body Paragraph 1

Myers uses descriptive imagery to show both the son and the father’s feelings for each other while hearing his father’s lecture in the background. Greg’s mood is the same as “the dark sky filled with angry, swirling clouds.” This reflection of Greg’s mood shows that deep inside of him, he is filled with angry and unclear thoughts. The relationship between Greg and his father is tense; any moment they could snap. As Greg thought of his father’s words, he heard “the distant thunder that now echoed through the streets of Harlem.” Like the thunder that could still be heard, Greg still hears his father’s lecture rumbling softly in his ears. The relationship between Greg and his father is not improving much, but Greg’s thoughts are slowly "swirling" together and getting organized while angry thoughts are still clearly lingering in the background. 

Body Paragraph 2

Myers selection of words later in the story show that Greg’s father is a somewhat narrow minded person, although he does have a good purpose at heart in wanting his son to work on his math skills. The way the author had the father say “that must be some kind of joke,” emphasizing on the word "joke", shows that his father thinks that Greg is being silly and naïve in wanting to play basketball. The next part of this sentence as his father says, “Now you just get into your room and hit those books” conveys the thought that all his father can think about was for Greg to go and work on his math skills and didn’t see that Greg wanted to play basketball more.

Body Paragraph 3

The conflicting and torn relationship is further developed with imagery as the story continues. A visualization of “his father’s brows knitted over deep brown eyes” shows his anger and frustration with Greg because of his failing grades. Supported with text about his father’s lecture to him later on in the passage, the imagery portrays how torn their relationship is becoming even while it is clearly attempted to be caring. While Greg wants to play basketball, his father believes he should spend his time studying and the image the reader is given of his father's frustrated facial expression shows the tearing conflict that is affecting their relationship.

Body Paragraph 4

Living in a bad part of town with “graffiti-scarred building” also brings up a feeling of a gloomy scene and mood. In this case, the weather does not directly reflect the mood, but instead clarifies Greg’s atmosphere for a moment, so that it is possible to realize that not just the weather is reflecting the bad mood, but also the other environment around Greg. The bad area that Greg is willing to explore freely shows that the dislike he is feeling towards his father is so great that he would give up living a much more decent life just to escape him.

Body Paragraph 5

While Greg broods angrily at his building, “his father’s voice came to him again, first reading the letter the principal had sent to the house, then lecturing endlessly about his poor efforts in math.” “Lecturing endlessly” isn’t quite the phrase for someone who had realized his mistakes and taken the speaker’s words to heart, thus showing that Greg doesn’t tend to listen much to his father. The fact that "his father's voice came to him again" indicates Greg has heard this lecture in the past and the situation is ongoing, setting a mood of recurrence and cycled behavior, letting the reader know that these negative feelings in the relationship have developed over time. Adding still more depth to the relationship, while Greg tries to reconcile himself with the idea that he isn’t going to be allowed to play on his community Center basketball team, “his father’s words, like the distant thunder that now echoed through the streets of Harlem still rumbled softly in his ears.” “Rumbling softly” is a powerful phrase and the fact that he is looking back on the fact that his father said playing basketball at the time “must be some kind of a joke” shows that not being allowed to play ball held more gravity than his father’s desire for Greg’s improvement.

Body Paragraph 6

Greg's father was jealous of his son's opportunities and angry at how Greg just threw them away. He had dropped out of school at thirteen, and now yearned for the chances his son had. Greg's father is an archetype of a regretful drop-out student who hasn't particularly succeeded in life. He constantly says that he wishes he had half the chances his son has and that he could have done much better. Greg's father regretted dropping out and now he is trying to steer his son correctly so Greg doesn't drop out and make bad grades as well. Their personalities are conflicting and each person' idea of success is completely different.

Body Paragraph 7

Greg finally shows his rebellion when he starts to go upstairs to his apartment, but "[thinks] of the lecture that probably awaited him if he did anything except shut himself in his room with his math book, and started walking down the street instead." One that has been in, or is in, the teenage phase of life can see the unique perspective used through 3rd person in this section.  Instead of showing Greg's thoughts subjectively and through inner monologue, the author portrays them objectively and through actions. As Greg "started walking down the street instead" one is hit with a sense of rebellion. Greg shows to his father that he cannot control him and is defiant. Greg's rebellion intensifies the relationship even more, making it one of anger and defiance. The relationship can even be called pushy as both characters try to make the other see their point of view. And through 3rd person, Myers is able to portray this artfully using actions instead of thoughts.

�This thesis is exceptionally specific and direct demonstrating that it will show the complex relationship and how the literary devices affected it.
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�Notice that the focus stays on how the author used the rhetorical devices to show the relationship throughout the whole conclusion.


�This conclusion keeps the focus on the way the literary devices affect the relationship as well.
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�Archetype


�Narrative Perspective





